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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1915. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting-  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1915. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year  was  958.  To  this  number  we  have  to  add  4  born  at  the 
West  Bromwich  Workhouse  of  parents  belonging  to  Oldbury. 
The  nett  total  births  for  the  Urban  District  of  Oldbury  was 
therefore  962 — 496  males  and  466  females — giving  an  annual 
birth-rate  of  27.3  per  1000  inhabitants.  This  is  the  lowest 
birth-rate  ever  recorded  in  Oldbury  since  statistics  have  been 
kept.  Of  the  962  births  registered  24  were  illegitimate,  which 
is  3  less  than  in  the  previous  year  (1914).  These  figures  at 
once  dispose  of  the  wild  statements  that  were  made  in  respect 
to  the  soldiers  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  so  far  as  this  dis¬ 
trict  is  concerned. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  iQig  and  previous  five  years. 
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This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the 

corresponding  rates. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  3527. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  32,240  ;  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  7,510  ;  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4'5  ;  at  Census  of  1911. 


Deaths. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  534, 
giving  an  annual  death-rate  of  15.1  per  1000  inhabitants.  We 
have,  however,  to  add  to  this  number  77  deaths  of  Oldbury 
inhabitants  who  have  died  during  the  year  outside  our  area  ; 
these  bring-  our  nett  total  deaths  up  to  61 1 — 327  males  and  284 
females.  The  deaths  outside  our  district  occurred  chiefly  at 
the  following  institutions:- — The  West  Bromwich  Hospital  and 
Workhouse,  the  various  Hospitals  in  Birmingham,  and  the  two 
Asylums  at  I’owiek  and  Barnsley  Hall.  Our  death-rate  for  the 
year  was  therefore  17.3  per  1000  inhabitants,  compared  with 
13.4  in  the  previous  year  (1914),  which  was  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  Oldbury.  The  main  cause  of  the  increased  death- 
rate  was  the  deaths  from  infectious  diseases,  viz.  :  Measles  73 
deaths,  whooping  cough  12  deaths,  scarlet  fever  4  deaths,  and 
diphtheria  3  deaths.  In  the  previous  year  (1914)  there  was  no 
death  from  either  measles  or  scarlet  fever. 
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TABLE  IT. —  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  iQlg. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

I  and 

under  2 

years. 

2  and 

under  5 

years. 

5  and  | 

under  15 

years. 

15  and 

under  25 

years. 
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rt  TZ 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

...  \  Certified  ... 

All  causes  j  Uncerlil-ed 

6 1 1 

137 

63 

54 

31 

21 

54 

107 

144 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-Pox 

Measles 

73 

15 

25 

25 

8 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

3 

6 

2 

I 

. . . 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

2 

I 

... 

Influenza 

4 

1 

1 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 

1  | 

1 

... 

losis) 

2S 

4 

1 

2 

14 

4 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

2 

. .  • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

8 

3 

2 

1 

I 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

27 

3 

16 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

. . . 

1 

2 

I 

Meningitis 

6 

1 

I 

1 

2 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

33 

1 

5 

1 

3 

ro 

13 

Bronchitis 

82 

17 

5 

1 

18 

41 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

62 

13 

1 1 

9 

2 

3 

7 

10 

7 

Organs 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

38 

2  2 

3 

2 

1 

. . . 

4 

6 

Disease 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

2 

... 

... 

2 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

turition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

48 

45 

2 

1 

... 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

20 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

Suicides 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

131 

1 1 

6 

1 

5 

5 

12 

32 

39 

known 

I 

1 

Totals 

6n 

137 

1  63 

34 

31 

21 

34 

107 

144 

S  UB- EN  TR 1 ES  (  i m  inded 

in  above  figures. ) 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

German  Measles 

I 

1 

Congenital  Syphilis  ... 

I 

1 

1  ... 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Infantiia 

Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  137, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  of  142.4  per  1000  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  118  deaths  and  an  infantile  mortality  of  1  r  r . 3  in  the 
previous  year  (1914).  The  chief  causes  of  this  increase  was 
the  measles  mortality  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 
Fifteen  children  under  one  year  died  from  the  former  disease 
(measles),  against  none  in  1914,  and  30  died  from  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia,  against  5  in  the  preceding  year  (1914).  There 
was  also  a  slight  increase  in  the  deaths  from  premature  birth  and 
other  congenital  affections.  There  was,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
satisfactory  improvement  to  be  noted  in  the  fewer  number  of 
deaths  registered  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  viz.  :  22,  against 
33  in  the  previous  year;  this  points  to  an  improvement  in  the 
methods  of  feeding  and  general  care  manifested  amongst  the 
mothers  for  the  children’s  welfare  than  formerly  existed.  There 
is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  efforts  which  have  been  directed 
to  this  end  are  now  beginning  to  bear  fruit,  and  when  the 
Mothers’  and  Children’s  Welfare  Centre,  now  beingr  in- 
augurated,  are  in  full  working  order  we  shall  probably  attain 
even  better  results  than  those  already  obtained. 
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TABLE  III. — Infant  Mortality  during  tin  Year  1915. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 

of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1  week. 

S 

V 

V 

N 

c/5 

V 

<Lt 

ro 

c/5 

a. 

V 

4> 

~r 

en 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months. 

3  months  and 

under  6  months. 

6  months  and 

under  9  months. 

9  months  and 
under  12  months. 

in  , . 

1/ 

~  z 

0  2 

i  Certified 

30 

7 

4 

I 

42 

2t 

24 

26 

24 

137 

All  Causes  ■ 

(  Uncertified 

f  Small-pox 

... 

1  Chicken-pox  ... 

I 

I 

J  Measles 
]  Scarlet  Fever... 

8 

15 

|  Whooping  Cough 

... 

2 

I 

3 

(  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

Erysipelas 

(■Tuberculous  Meningitis 

■{  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

I 

1 

1  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

I 

2 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

I 

1 

Convulsions 

I 

I 

2 

r 

5 

Laryngitis 

... 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

2 

3 

5 

3 

4 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

I 

I 

2 

6 

4 

1 

13 

|  Diarrhoea 

2 

6 

3 

3 

14 

|  Enteritis 

I 

4 

2 

7 

Gastritis 

I 

1 

Syphilis 

I 

1 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

2 

2 

Atelectasis 

, , , 

f  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

n 

I 

3 

J  Premature  Birth 
j  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras- 

15 

2 

17 

17 

(  mus 

10 

4 

I 

15 

9 

I 

25 

Other  Causes 

I 

3 

4 

Phthisis 

0 

2 

1 

5 

Totals 

30 

7 

4 

I 

42 

21 

24 

26 

24 

137 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  938  ;  Illegitimate,  24. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of— Legitimate  Infants,  123  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  10. 
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Zymotic 

Mortality. 


Cancer 

Mortality. 


Phthisis 

Mortality. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  zymotic  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  1915 
numbered  135.  The  chief  factors  were  measles  73,  and 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis  38,  viz.,  with  a  total  of  111.  The  other 
-4  deaths  were  divided  into — 4  from  scarlet  fever,  12  from 
whooping  cough,  3  from  diphtheria,  4  from  influenza,  and  1 
from  erysipelas.  The  zymotic  death-rate  was  3.8  per  1000, 
compared  with  1.8  per  1000  in  the  previous  year. 

CANCER  DEATHS. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  deaths  from  cancer  and 
malignant  disease  compared  with  the  former  year  (1914),  the 
figures  being  27  against  23,  and  a  cancer  mortality  of  0.76, 
against  0.66.  This  increase,  however,  is  considerably  below 
that  of  1913,  when  the  mortality  from  this  disease  was  1.1  per 
looo  inhabitants. 

PHTHISIS  DEATHS. 

There  were  25  deaths  registered  as  being  due  to  phthisis, 
with  a  phthisis  death-rate  of  0.7,  compared  with  a  mortality 
rate  of  0.54  in  1914.  As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  10 
deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease. 


RESPIRATORY  DEATHS. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  deaths  from  respira- 
lorv  affections.  There  were  82  from  bronchitis,  with  a 
bronchitis  death-rate  of  2.3  per  1000  inhabitants,  compared 
with  53  deaths  and  a  bronchitis  death-rate  of  r.5  per  1000  in 
1914.  There  were  62  deaths  from  pneumonia,  with  a  mor¬ 
tality  rate  from  that  disease  of  1.7  per  1000,  compared  with 
37  deaths  and  a  mortality  rate  of  1.06  in  the  previous  year. 
Twenty-two  of  the  82  bronchitis  deaths  occurred  amongst  infants 
under  two  years  of  age,  while  59  occurred  amongst  persons 
over  45  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  41  of  these  deaths  were 
amongst  people  over  65  years  of  age.  Of  the  62  deaths  from 
pneumonia  24  were  amongst  infants  under  two  years,  and  nine 
were  amongst  children  under  five  years  ;  in  fact,  most  of  these 
were  under  three  years,  whilst  17  deaths  numbered  amongst 
persons  over  45  years,  and  7  other  deaths  were  amongst 
persons  over  25  years;  most  of  these  latter  were  over  40  years 
of  age.  There  are  in  addition  to  these  9  deaths  from  other 
forms  ol  respiratory  affections,  laryngitis,  etc.  The  nett  re- 
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Infectious 

Disease. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Diphtheria. 


spiratory  death-rate  for  the  year  was  4.3  per  1000  inhabitants, 
compared  with  2.6  in  the  year  1914. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the  year 
was  312,  compared  with  197  in  1914.  This  number  includes 
72  cases  of  all  forms  of  tuberculous  disease.  The  separate 
tliseases  notified  were:  Enteric  or  typhoid  fever  2,  diphtheria 
27  (including  membraneous  croup),  157  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
35  cases  of  erysipelas,  2  puerperal  fever,  17  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum,  63  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  9  cases  of  other 
forms  of  tuberculous  disease. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

As  stated  above,  157  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified 
during  the  past  year,  compared  with  74  in  the  year  1914. 
There  were  4  deaths  registered  from  this  disease,  2  of  which 
occurred  at  the  Hospital  at  Holly  Lane. 

The  disease  seems  to  have  been  fairly  evenly  spread  over 
the  whole  year,  so  that  at  no  time  could  it  be  said  to  have 
assumed  an  epidemic  character.  This  will  be  seen  from  weekly 
returns  shown  in  Table  VI.  The  cases  were  reported  from  the 
various  wards  as  follows  : — Langley  Ward  39  cases,  Broad- 
well  Ward  26  cases,  Central  Ward  12  cases,  Rounds  Green 
Ward  19  cases,  Warley  North  Ward  33  cases,  and  Warley 
South  Ward  28  cases.  Seventy-four  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  the  Hospital  at  Holly  Lane.  The  usual  measures  were 
adopted  in  dealing  with  the  disease,  the  patient  being  isolated 
as  much  as  possible,  and  the  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  being 
treated  by  the  disinfector  at  Holly  Lane,  the  rooms  thoroughly 
disinfected  and  limewashed  after  the  walls  were  stripped,  full 
instructions  being  given  as  to  treating  the  patients. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
past  year,  which  is  exactly  the  same  number  as  was  reported 
in  1914.  The  cases  were  notified  from  the  following  wards  as 
follows : — 2  from  Broadwell  Ward,  1  each  from  Central  and 
Rounds  Green  Wards,  8  from  Langley  Ward,  5  from  Warley 
North  Ward,  and  10  from  Warley  South  Ward.  Only  3  of  the 
cases  terminated  fatally. 
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Enteric 

Fever. 


ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  during  the  past 
year;  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Rounds  Green  Ward,  and 
happily  neither  of  the  cases  were  fatal  in  character.  Every 
enquiry  was  made  as  to  the  origin  of  the  disease,  but  the  cause 
could  not  in  any  way  be  traced.  Every  precaution  was  taken 
to  prevent  any  extension  of  the  disease,  with  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults,  no  further  cases  ensuing.  The  two  cases  made  good 
recoveries. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  reported  during  the 
year  were  63  in  number,  compared  with  49  in  the  previous  year. 
Three  cases  were  notified  of  children  under  one  year,  which  is 
a  most  unusual  occurrence.  Two  were  also  reported  in  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  10  between  five  and  15  years,  10  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  29  amongst  persons  between 
25  and  45  years,  and  9  over  45  years  of  age.  They  were  notified 
from  the  different  parts  of  the  district  as  follows  : — 13  from 
Broadwell  Ward,  15  from  Central,  14  from  Rounds  Green,  11 
from  Langley,  4  from  Warley  North,  and  6  from  Warley  South 
Wards.  Twenty-five  deaths  were  registered  as  having  died 
from  the  disease.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  combat  this 
scourge.  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  in  active  operation  ; 
there  has  been  a  goodly  number  of  cases  sent  to  the  various 
sanatoria  with  fair  results  as  known  up  to  the  present. 

There  were  9  cases  of  other  forms  of  tubercular  disease 
notified,  almost  entirely  amongst  children,  tubercular  glands 
and  tubercular  meningitis,  2  of  which  proved  fatal. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  17  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified 
during  the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  all  recovered  with¬ 
out  any  damage  being  done  to  the  affected  children.  This  is 
very  gratifying,  as  probably  many  of  these  children  but  for 
the  compulsory  notification  of  this  terrible  disease  would  have 
been  rendered  blind  for  life. 


TABLE  IV. _ Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital  : — Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Con-Joint.  Hospital,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick. 
Isolation  Hospital  : — South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Moxley,  Staffs. 
Sanatoria  receiving  patients.:  — Knightwick,  Haylev-Green  and  Welland,  Worcestershire. 
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TABLE  V. 


Weekly  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  Year  i)T^. 


No. 

WEEK 

T  u  be 

rculosis 

Date  of 
Ending. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

(/) 

r3 

<u 

Q. 

c/) 

w 

Mem. 

I  Croup. 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Ophthal¬ 

mia. 

Acute  Poli¬ 
omyelitis. 

1  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fev. 

Totals. 

Pulmonarj' 

<L> 

6 

1 

January  2 

... 

I 

I 

1 

I  -• 

3 

2 

9 

9 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

2 

3 

,,  l6 

3 

... 

1 

I 

... 

5 

2 

... 

4 

23 

1 

1 

... 

2 

I 

... 

5 

30 

... 

.. 

1 

6 

February  6 

4 

I 

5 

4 

... 

7 

13 

1 

I 

I 

... 

• 

3 

3 

8 

,,  20 

1 

I 

2 

4 

2 

9 

27 

I 

... 

1 

I 

I 

10 

March  6 

9 

... 

9 

... 

... 

i  i 

,1  13 

1 

... 

... 

1 

I 

I  2 

,,  20 

7 

I 

8 

I 

I  3 

2 

... 

2 

14 

April  3 

9 

- 

... 

2 

2 

1 5 

„  10 

0 

I 

I 

... 

4 

I 

16 

17 

1 

I 

2 

... 

17 

..  24 

5 

I 

I 

7 

1 

18 

May 

5 

2 

7 

3 

19 

,,  8 

8 

I 

I 

... 

10 

3 

20 

15 

6 

I 

I 

8 

3 

2  I 

9  9 

1  J  - - 

3 

I 

I 

I 

I 

... 

7 

2 

... 

22 

„  29 

3 

I 

4 

... 

2} 

.1  une  5 

5 

9 

... 

7 

2 

-4 

„  12 

? 

I 

2 

9 

2 

25 

„  19 

4 

I 

I 

... 

b 

I 

26 

„  26 

4 

2 

... 

I 

... 

7 

1 

27 

July  3 

1 

I 

... 

... 

... 

2 

4 

28 

,,  1° 

4 

I 

5  | 

29 

n  17 

2 

... 

... 

2 

I 

3° 

n  24 

3 

I 

I 

5 

3  1 

..  3 1 

4 

... 

2 

... 

6 

1 

32 

August  7 

5 

.. 

5 

I 

33 

,,  14 

1 

. 

1 

1 

... 

34 

n  2  1 

2 

I 

... 

3 

1 

35 

n  28 

2 

... 

2 

36 

September  4 

5 

... 
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7 

1 

37 

U 
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I 

3 
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3  8 

18 

4 

I 

5 

9 

39 

,,  25 
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I 

... 

I 

1 

4° 
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•• 

I 

1 

3 

4  1 

9 

s 
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I 
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,,  l6 
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... 

2 

I 

43 

„  23 
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I  1 
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„  3° 
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I 

... 

3 

1 

4 ; 

November  6 
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■  3 
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... 

2 

2 
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,,  20 

■> 
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...  1 

4 

1 

48 

„  27 

4 
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I 

I 

q 

49 

December  4  ! 

3 

I  ! 

4 

1 

I 

5° 

,,  Il| 

2 

1 

3 

5i 

18 

7 

7 

52 

23 

7 

9 

() 

1 

Totals  ...  | 

152 1 

3 

32 

27 

2 

16 

232 

65 

9 

General 
work  done. 


Meat  and 
Fish  Supply. 


Milk  Supply. 


Factories 

and 

Workshops. 


Scavenging. 
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CENERAL  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  general  work  of  this  Department  has  been  carried  nut 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Owing  to  war  conditions  the  work  has 
been  somewhat  restricted  so  far  as  pressing  general  improve¬ 
ment  in  structural  alterations  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
done.  I'lie  work  which  has  been  done  in  this  respect  has  been 
absolutelv  necessary  for  sanitary  reasons.  There  have  been 
3162  inspections  made  during  the  year,  and  554  notices  have 
been  served  upon  owners  of  property,  and  almost  all  the  re¬ 
quirements  have  been  carried  out.  There  was  only  one  closing 
order  made,  and  the  house  was  closed  as  being  unfit  for  occu¬ 
pation,  while  157  houses  have  been  made  fit  for  habitation. 
There  is  a  great  scarcitv  of  houses  in  the  district,  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  increased  number  of  inhabitants,  by  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  several  works  in  the  town.  There  have  only  been  23 
new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

The  meat  and  fish  supply  has  received  constant  super¬ 
vision,  and  has  generally  been  of  a  satisfactory  character. 
Several  lots  of  meat  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  there 
has  not  been  a  case  for  prosecution  during  the  year. 

The  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk  shops  have  also  received 
constant  attention.  There  appears  to  be  no  grounds  for  com¬ 
plaint  in  reg'ard  to  the  general  conduct  of  these  varied  sources 
of  our  milk  supply.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  plentiful 
supply  of  this  article  of  diet  during  the  year. 

The  factories  and  workshops  have  been  regularly  visited. 
In  several  cases  certain  requirements  were  carried  out  on  the 
notices  being  served.  Altogether  the  conditions  of  these  work 
places  were  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  a  good  many  complaints  from  house¬ 
holders  at  the  manner  with  which  this  work  has  been  carried 
out.  The  sanitary  officers  have  been  constantly  pressing  the 
contractor  to  push  forward  with  the  work,  and  but  for  their 
efforts  things  would  have  been  much  worse  than  they  have  been. 
For  a  fuller  account  of  the  general  work  of  the  department,  I 
beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
gives  a  full  account  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year. 

1  append  his  report.  I  also  append  the  short  report  of  Miss 
\Vood  field  and  of  Miss  Haidon,  her  successor. 
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SYNOPSIS  MORTALITY  STATISTICS. 


Death-rate 

17-3 

Cancer 

0.76 

Infantile  Mortality,  per 

Respiratory  Mortality 

4-3 

1000  Births  ... 

142.4 

Bronchitis 

2-3 

Whooping  Cough 

o-3 

Pneumonia 

i-7 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0. 1 

Zymotic 

3-« 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

Total  Births  ... 

962 

Measles 

2.0 

Total  Deaths  ... 

61 1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1.0 

Excess  of  Births  over 

Erysipelas 

0.02 

Deaths 

351 

Pulmonary  Phthisis  ... 

0  -7 

10 


fiealtl)  IRissioner’s  Report  of  Work  done 
during  the  pear  1915. 


OLDBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Miss  Woodfield  resigned  in  September,  1915,  and  conse¬ 
quently  only  reports  nine  months  of  the  year. 

Miss  Haidon’s  (who  is  temporarily  appointed)  report 
covers  the  last  three  months  of  1915. 

Miss  Woodfield  states  : — 

She  paid  2190  visits  and  gave  14  lectures.  548  infants 
were  visited,  and  the  practical  instruction  given  undoubtedly 
has  been  beneficial. 

Many  mothers  were  persuaded  to  obtain  medical  advice 
sooner  than  they  would  have  done,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that 
several  infant  lives  were  saved  in  consequence. 

Great  improvement  in  infant  feeding  is  recorded,  and  this 
is  said  to  be  due  to  mothers  having  been  visited  within  14  days 
after  their  confinements.  494  of  the  548  infants  visited  were 
breast  fed;  31  were  breast  and  bottle  fed.  Nine  did  not  live 
long  enough  to  be  fed. 

Generally,  the  mothers  were  anxious  to  breast-feed  their 
infants,  but  a  great  many  nurse  their  babies  too  long'. 

Illegitimate  infants  are  seldom  breast-fed  for  more  than  a 
week,  as  the  mothers  are  obliged  to  go  to  work. 

Many  mothers  resumed  work  as  quickly  as  possible  after 
their  children  were  born. 

There  is  much  improvement  in  the  homes  of  the  infants 
visited,  but  there  are  still  some  women  of  uncleanly  habits  who 
take  no  pride  in  their  houses.  In  the  majority  of  the  latter 
instances  poverty  is  not  the  cause,  but  lack  of  proper  training 
in  household  management.  Some  of  the  poorer  classes  do  not 
understand  the  value  of  fresh  air. 


1? 


Eighty-six  deaths  were  investigated,  and  the  majority  of 
them  were  due  to  respiratory  diseases. 

There  was  an  increase  of  premature  births,  which  it  is 
thought  may  have  been  due  to  large  numbers  of  married  women 
working  in  factories  during  t he  year. 

Miss  YVoodfield,  in  her  retirement,  thanks  those  with 
whom  she  has  been  officially  associated  during  her  10  years  in 
office. 

Miss  Haidon  says: — 

348  births  (165  males  and  183  females)  were  notified  dur¬ 
ing  the  three  months. 

Of  these,  9  were  illegitimate  (5  males  and  4  females). 
Six  were  still-born,  and  8  died  prematurely. 

659  houses  were  visited  and  re-visited. 

265  infants  were  breast-fed,  and  21  infants  were  bottle- 
fed.  Three  did  not  live  long  enough  to  be  fed.  Two  mothers 
died  in  their  confinements. 

Ten  visits  were  paid  to  a  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
and  the  infant  recovered  without  impaired  vision. 

Fifteen  infants  who  were  ill,  but  not  receiving  medical 
treatment,  were  met  with. 

Long  tube  bottles  are  still  used  ;  this  is  partly  owing  to 
shopkeepers,  the  majority  of  whom  only  stock  this  kind  of 
feeding  bottle.  I'nfortunately  the  people  who  buy  this  bottle 
are  usually  those  who  give  the  babies  gruel  and  bread  and 
milk,  etc. 
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Annual  Report  or  the  Sanltarp  Inspector. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg-  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Work  completed  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1915. 

I  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  township.  Our  attention 
has  been  directed  as  far  as  possible  to  the  removal  of  any  nui¬ 
sance  or  insanitary  condition  which  would  prove  deleterious  to 
the  health,  comfort,  and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants.  We 
have  been  actively  engaged,  and  have  given  our  best  endea¬ 
vours  to  the  varied  works  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  with  its 
ever-increasing  responsibilities.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  house 
accommodation  in  the  district,  only  23  new  houses  having  been 
completed  during  the  year. 

HOUSINC,  TOWN  PLANNINC,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

We  have  inspected  under  the  Act  266  houses,  157  houses 
being  made  fit  for  habitation.  One  house  was  represented  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  1  closing  order  was  made,  and  5 
closing  orders  became  operative,  182  defects  were  remedied 
without  closing'  orders  being  made,  1  case  of  overcrowding  was 
abated,  and  13  yards  were  paved.  Apart  from  the  inspections 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  See.,  Act,  1909,  there 
have  been  64  houses  made  fit  for  habitation,  210  defects  having 
been  remedied.  There  have  been  7 g  privies  converted  into 
water-closets,  2  additional  water-closets  provided,  47  water- 
closets  have  been  repaired  and  put  in  proper  working  order  and 
condition.  Thirty  ash-pits  have  been  reconstructed  or  repaired, 
and  60  portable  receptacles  have  been  provided. 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

The  house  drains  are  receiving  our  constant  attention. 
Three  drainage  systems  have  been  tested,  17  drains  have  been 
laid  or  re-laid,  37  trapped,  ventilated,  or  repaired,  125  obstructed 
drains  have  been  cleansed  and  put  in  proper  working  order,  20 
insanitary  sinks,  lavatories,  or  urinals  have  been  rectified,  and 
1  dumb-well  repaired. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  after  notification  the 
premises  are  visited,  disinfectants  supplied,  measures  of  isola¬ 
tion  advised,  and  when  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital  or 
recovers,  the  bedding’  and  clothing  is  disinfected  by  our  steam 
disinfector,  afterwards  the  house  or  parts  thereof  are  fumigated 
and  disinfected,  the  walls  and  ceilings  stripped  of  paper,  and 
cleansed  and  limewashed.  We  have  disinfected  172  houses 
and  193  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

1'he  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk  shops  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  the  cowkeepers  advised  with  regard  to  cleanli¬ 
ness  and  the  ventilation  of  the  cowsheds,  and  the  milk  pur¬ 
veyors  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  utensils  and  the  proper  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  milk  from  dirt,  flies,  and  other  matters.  There 
are  64  registered  cowsheds,  37  dairies,  and  95  purveyors  of 
milk,  and  approximately  245  milking  cows  in  the  district. 

FOOD. 

The  food  supply  of  the  district  receives  our  constant  atten¬ 
tion,  and  regular  visits  are  made  to  the  market,  shops,  and 
slaughter-houses.  A  quantity  of  meat,  beef,  pork,  and 
mutton,  has  been  surrendered  to  us,  the  amount  for  the  vear 
being  i6cwt.  2qrs.  i3lbs. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

We  have  a  good  and  bountiful  supply  of  water  for  domestic 
and  drinking  purposes  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Water¬ 
works,  and  we  regularly  watch  the  conditions  under  which  this 
water  is  supplied  to  the  inhabitants.  There  are  but  few  shal¬ 
low  wells  in  the  district.  Thirty-two  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  water  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  now  109  workshops  on  the  register,  and  these 
have  been  regularly  inspected.  Twelve  have  been  certified  for 
limewashing,  which  was  done  by  the  owners  or  occupiers,  after 
receipt  of  the  notices.  In  two  cases  insanitary  conditions 
were  found  and  dealt  with  as  nuisances,  and  three  outworkers' 
premises  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
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SCAVENCINC. 

This  work  has  been  rendered  very  difficult  by  reason  of  the 
shortage  of  men.  The  contractor  has  been  hampered  very 
greatly,  which  has  caused  the  work  to  lack  the  efficiency  it 
otherwise  would  have  received.  The  number  of  houses  from 
which  refuse  is  removed  is  8030.  There  have  been  7132 
privies  and  ash-pits  emptied,  and  98,737  portable  receptacles 
cleansed.  The  dry  ashes  and  refuse  are  removed  in  the  day¬ 
time. 

There  are  approximately  >373  privies  existing  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  in  which  total  are  included  14  movable  receptacles. 
There  are  6077  water-closets  in  the  district,  in  which  total  37 
waste  water-closets  are  included. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

We  have  made  3162  inspections  during  the  year,  and  have 
been  constantly  in  communication  with  estate  agents  and  pro¬ 
perty  owners,  and  have  carefully  advised  them  with  respect  to 
any  necessary  work  of  reconstruction  and  repair. 

CANAL  BOATS  INSPECTION. 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  working 
of  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1877  and  1884  in  this  district  during 
the  year  1915.  We  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  re¬ 
gular  inspection  of  the  canals  and  the  canal  boats  plying  in 
this  district,  and  the  boats  have  been  found  in  a  fairlv  good 
condition,  although  some  of  the  boats  by  reason  of  age  have 
needed  close  supervision. 

During  the  year  we  have  inspected  133  canal  boats,  and 
ro8  of  these  boats  were  conforming  to  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and 
Regulations,  but  25  boats  were  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regu¬ 
lations. 

The  total  number  of  persons  for  which  the  cabins  were 
registered  to  accommodate  was  447,  and  the  number  of  persons 
in  occupation  was  399 — male  adults  176,  female  adults  91, 
children  of  school  age  79,  children  under  school  age  53.  The 
ages  and  sexes  of  the  children  are  given  in  a  table  beneath  : — 
Under 

1  year  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15 

Boys  447736571210  2  4  2  6  5 

Cirls  4224465367  5  3  2  1—  3 


We  have  found  the  following-  contraventions  of  the  Acts 
and  Regulations  during  our  inspections: — 

Absence  of  certificate  4,  certificate  not  identifying  the 
owner  and  boat  2,  overcrowding  3,  females  improperly  oc¬ 
cupying  1,  painting  10,  dilapidation  10. 

We  have  served  the  usual  notice  or  caution  form  in  each 
case  upon  the  owners  or  the  persons  responsible,  and  where 
possible  we  have  approached  the  owners  and  informed  them  of 
the  condition  of  the  boats,  and  most  of  the  contraventions  have 
ceased. 

We  have  not  been  refused  admittance  to  any  of  the  boats 
at  any  time,  and  there  seems  a  desire  generally  among  the 
captains  of  the  boats  to  carry  out  any  instructions  given  them. 

We  have  found  no  case  of  infectious  disease  on  any  of  the 
boats  during  the  year. 

I  present  a  statistical  supplement  of  Canal  Boat  Inspection, 
together  with  a  tabular  summary  of  Sanitary  Work  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  assistant,  Mr.  E.  H.  Davis,  for 
the  loyal  support  and  assistance  1  have  received  from  him,  and 
the  interest  he  has  constantly  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  and  the  district. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  ROBBINS, 

Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 
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Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the 


year  ending  December  31st,  1915. 

No.  of  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  3162 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  and  complied  with  ...  r 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served...  ...  ...  553 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  & c.,  Acr,  1909: — 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ..  ...  266 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  1 

No.  of  closing-  orders  made  by  the  local  authority  1 

No.  of  closing  orders  that  became  operative  ...  5 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders...  182 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  re-paved  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  erected  apart  from  this  Act  ...  23 

Apart  from  the  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  Act,  1909,  there  have  been  64  houses  made  fit  for 
habitation,  210  defects  having  been  remedied. 

Movable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  & c.  : — 

No.  observed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

House  Drains  : — 

No.  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  trapped,  ventilated,  and  repaired...  ...  37 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  and  urinals 

rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  ...  69 

No.  of  dumb-wells  rectified  ...  ...  ...  1 


Water  Closets  : — 

No.  of  additional  w.c’s  provided  ...  ...  2 

No.  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  water  47 

Privies  and  Ashpits  : — 

No.  of  pail-closets  and  privies  converted  to  w.c’s  79 

No.  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3° 
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Scavenging  : — 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed...  8030 
Xo.  of  privies  and  ash-pits  cleansed  ...  ...  7132 

Xo.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  98,  737 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  ...  ...  weekly 

Offensive  Trades  : — 

Xo.  under  observation  . ..  ...  ...  3 

Xo.  improperly  conducted  ...  ...  ...  — 


Water  Supply  : — 

Xo.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during- 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Slaughter  Houses  : — 

Xo.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Xo.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Xo.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  weekly 

Are  bye-laws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  ...  yes 

Factories  and  Workshops  : — 


No. 

under  observation 

109 

Xo. 

certilieci  for  limewashing  by  Inspector 

12 

Xo. 

of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nui¬ 

sances 

2 

At 

what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

yearly 

Xo. 

of  out-workers’  premises  inspected 

0 

Purveyors  of  Milk  : — 

No. 

of 

95 

Dairies 

: — 

No. 

registered 

37 

No. 

of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye¬ 

laws  dealt  with 

*7 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  half-yearly 

Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in  district  245 

Cowsheds  : — 

Xo.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  half-yearly 
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Canal  Boats  : — 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  other¬ 
wise)  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Lodging  Houses  : — 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  weekly 

Food : — 


C. 

Q.  L. 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for 

consumption 

16 

2  13 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered 

as  unfit  for 

consumption 

16 

2  13 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  : — 

No.  of  cases  on  removal  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infectious  Disease  : — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  172 
No.  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 

or  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  75 
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Statistical  Summary  of  the  Working  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
1877  and  1884,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1915. 

No. 

133  canal  boats  were  inspected  registered  for  447 
Adults. 

108  canal  boats  were  conforming  with  the  Acts  and 
Local  Government  Regulations. 

Total  number  occupying  cabins  ...  ...  ...  399 


Details  of  Occupation  : — 

Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Female  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Children  of  school  age  ...  ...  ...  79 

Children  under  school  age  ...  ...  ...  53 


Details  Showing  Numbers  Infringing  the  Acts 
and  Regulations  : — 


No.  of'  cases 
met  with. 

4  Absence  of  certificate 

2  Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with 

boat 

3  Overcrowding 

j  Females  over  12  improperly  occupying 
10  Painting 
ro  Dilapidation 
Without  pump 
No  proper  water  vessel 

3° 


No.  of  cases 
remedied. 

4 

1 

2 

I 

5 
1 1 

o 

I 
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No.  of  printed  notice  forms  issued  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  notices  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  still  corresponding  about  ...  ...  9 
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THE 

Oldbury  Education  Authority. 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children, 

For  the  Year  Ending-  December  31st,  1915. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladiks,  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  attending-  the  schools 
under  your  authority  for  the  year  1915. 

The  same  medical  gentlemen,  Drs.  Harper  and  Peirce, 
acted  as  the  Medical  Examiners,  as  in  past  years. 

The  examinations  have  been  conducted  in  various  groups, 
as  in  former  years,  and  on  the  same  lines. 

TABLE  1. 

Dr.  HARPER. 


School. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Church  of  England  ... 

It8 

ICO 

238 

St.  John’s  Infants  ... 

38 

3° 

68 

Wesley  Street  Council 

t  13 

92 

205 

St.  Francis  Xavier  ... 

s3 

62 

1 1  c 

Rounds  Green  Council 

135 

184 

3 1 9 

Tabernacle 

toi 

106 

207 

Good  Shepherd 

57 

57 

1  H 

Rood  End  Council  ... 

1 3 1 

134 

265 

766 

7  6  5 

1  5  3 1 

30 


Dr.  PEIRCE. 


School. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Titford  Road  Council 

...  1/3 

179 

772 

St.  Michael’s 

I  3  3 

I  53 

706 

Warley  Council 

75 

6l 

I  76 

Castle  Road  Council 

v 

24 

Abbe)'  Road  Council 

198 

1 7 1 

3^9 

1 

ON 

G-i 

O 

588 

1218 

Total. 


Dr.  Harper  ...  1531 

Dr.  Peirce  ...  1218 


2740 


Table  I.  gives  the  total  number  examined  by  each  Medical 
Examiner  at  the  various  schools  under  their  charge. 

Dr.  Harper  examined  1531 — 766  males  and  765  females. 

Dr.  Peirce  examined  630  male  and  588  female  scholars,  or 
a  total  of  1218. 

The  total  number  of  children  examined  was,  therefore,  as 
follows  : — 

Dr.  Harper  ...  ...  153I 

Dr.  Peirce  ...  ...  1218 
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The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  children  examined 
was  due  to  the  inclusion  in  the  past  year  of  children  of  Middle 
Groups  above  the  age  of  8  years,  carrying  out  the  new  orders 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  which  required  this  to  be  done. 


TABLE  la. 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED, 

JAN.  1st.  1915.  TO  DEC.  81st,  1915. 

A.-GODE  GROUPS. 

ENTRANTS. 


Age. 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Boys  ... 

24 

78 

225 

12 

37  2 

Girls  ... 

31 

84 

r)  ->  -> 

51 

10 

399 

Totals 

162 

448 

84 

22 

771 

I N TE R M E D I A TE  GROUP. 


Age. 

8. 

Boys 

379 

Girls 

347 

Total 

726 

LEAVERS. 


Age. 

12. 

13- 

14- 

Other 

Ages. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Boys  ... 

Girls  ... 

204 

3°3 

238 

205 

3 

0 

1 

5 1 2 

]  286 
1258 

Totals 

597 

443 

6 

I 

1047 

2544  1 

B.— GROUPS  OTHER  THAN  CODE. 

SPECIAL  CASES. 


Age 

7 

9- 

10. 

I  I . 

Total. 

Re-Exams. 

Boys 

Girls 

I  3 
17 

37 

n  t 

1 1 

1 1 

49 

34 

I  I  0 

95 

I  93 

183 

Totals 

3° 

70 

2  2 

83 

205 

\Q 

I  cr' 

i 

32 

ALL  GROUPS. 


1  ntermedi- 

Entrants. 

ate  Group. 

Leavers.  Specials. 

Total. 

Boys 

372 

37  q 

535  110 

1 396 

Girls 

3Q9 

347 

5 12  05 

1353 

Totals... 

77 1 

726 

1047  205 

2749 

Table  I  a  gives  the  various  groups,  the  numbers,  ages,  and 
sex  of  the  children  examined.  This  Table  gives  the  Specials 
who  were  presented  by  the  teachers  at  the  different  schools. 
And  also  the  number  of  children  re-examined. 

As  in  former  years,  the  parents  of  the  children  to  be 
examined  were  invited  to  be  present  at  the  examination  for  the 
reasons  given  in  former  reports.  The  number  that  attended 
was  2348,  or  85.4  per  cent,  of  parents  invited. 

TABLE  II.— AVERAGE  HEIGHTS. 


Years  of  Age. 

Number 
Examined  at 
each  Age. 

I  nches. 

Centimeters.  | 

MALES. 

0 

4 

6 

7 

8 

q 

to 

1 1 

1 2 

13 

14 

24 

78 

2  2^ 

0  /■» 

2  5 

379 

'■7 

37 

I  1 

49 

294 

238 

$ 

367 

38-9 

4°  7 

42-9 

44'9 

477 

48-9 

5°'? 

5  2 '8 

54'h 

5  5  7 

607 

9  V2 

98-8 

103-6 

1 08-9 
114-0 

1 2 1  ■  I 
124-2 
128-2 

I  34- 1 

I  38-6 
141-9 

1 54' 1 

FEMALES. 

3 

T,  I 

3  5  '9 

qri 

4 

84 

38  ’6 

98-0 

5 

2  2>, 

402 

1 02 ' 1 

b 

5 1 

4''9 

106-4 

7 

27 

45  ‘0 

114-3 

8 

347 

47'° 

1 1 9 '3 

q 

n  ^ 

48-4 

1  22-9 

to 

1 1 

49-8 

1290 

1 1 

34 

53'° 

137-1 

1 2 

303 

55*2 

140-2 

13 

205 

5  7 '4 

'457 

14 

y 

58- 1 

147-5 

1 5 

1 

62  O 

I57-4 
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TABLE  III. — AVERAGE  WEIGHTS. 


Years  of  Age. 

Number 
Examined  at 
each  Age. 

Weights 

in 

Pounds. 

Weights 

in 

Kilogrammes. 

MALES. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

10 

1 1 

I  2 

13 

14 

24 

78 

225 

33 

25 

379 

37 

1 1 

49 

294 

238 

3 

33'° 

471 

37'9 

427 

46'3 

SI-3 

54-2 

56-2 

65-5 

7 1 '4 

77' 1 

8b’b 

14-8 

157 

I7-0 

1  9’2 

20‘8 

230 

24- 2 

25- 2 

29'4 

32M 

34' 6 

38*9 

FEMALES. 

3 

3 1 

3 1 '9 

T4'3 

4 

84 

34 '8 

1 5*6 

22  3 

37*i 

I  b‘6 

6 

51 

39*5 

177 

7 

27 

457 

207 

8 

347 

48-8 

2  I  '9 

Q 

51-2 

23-0 

10 

1 1 

567 

257 

1 1 

34 

65'o 

29'2 

I  2 

3°3 

71-2 

32  O 

13 

205 

78-8 

35*4 

14 

n 

3 

947 

42  b 

T  " 

1 

94'? 

42'5 

The  average  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  examined 
are  given  in  Tables  II.  and  III.,  the  heights,  as  in  previous 
years,  are  given  in  inches  and  centimeters,  and  the  weights  in 
pounds  and  kilogrammes. 

It  is  not  possible  to  compare  the  averages  of  the  year  1915 
with  the  averages  of  1914  at  the  different  ages  given  in  the 
Tables,  as  the  new  arrangements  adopted  during  the  past  vear 
introduced  fresh  groups  for  examination  ;  we  shall,  therefore, 
only  refer  to  the  two  age  periods,  viz.,  the  entrants  and  those 
of  13  years  w  ho  during  the  year  1916  will  become  leavers. 

The  average  heights  of  the  male  entrants  at  age  5  years 
are  practically  the  same  as  in  1914,  viz.,  40.7  in  1915,  com¬ 
pared  with  40.9  inches  in  1914,  whilst  the  averages  of  the  male 
children  at  ag"e  13  compare  rather  unfavourably  in  1913  with 
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those  at  that  age  in  1914,  viz.,  55.9  inches  against  57.4.  This 
shows  a  decrease  of  i4  inches.  The  same  remarks  apply  to 
the  average  weights,  as  these  latter  almost  always  approxi¬ 
mate  to  the  heights,  and  this  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the 
Tables. 

The  average  heights  of  the  girl  entrants  will  be  found  con¬ 
siderably  less  in  1915  compared  with  1914  at  age  5  years,  viz. , 
40.2  against  40.9,  but  at  age  13  years  the  girl  scholars  of  1915 
compare  very  favourably  with  those  of  1914,  viz.,  57.4  inches 
in  1913  against  37.3  inches  in  1914,  which  is  a  slightly  better 
average. 

With  respect  to  the  average  weights  of  the  girls,  there  is 
a  slight  falling  off  in  1913  compared  with  1914,  viz.,  at  age  5 
vears  the  figures  given  show  37.1  pounds  in  1913  against  37.3 
in  1914,  whilst  at  age  13  years  the  average  is  only  78.8  in  1913 
compared  with  80.8  pounds  in  1914;  in  this  instance  the 
heights  and  weights  do  not  approximate,  as  is  usually  the  case. 


TABLE  IV. 


Previous  Disease. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Measles  ... 

2035 

74'°2 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

1022 

37-17 

Chicken  Pox 

742 

2fqq 

Scarlet  Fever 

335 

12-17 

Pneumonia 

9i 

3‘3  1 

M  umps 

70 

2-58 

Bronchitis 

61 

2" 2  I 

Diphtheria 

47 

i '7 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

23 

04q 

Rheumatism 

8 

0-29 

Appendicitis 

6 

O' 2  I 

Meningitis 

6 

0"2  I 

Chorea  ... 

4 

0-14 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

6 

0'2  I 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

OI 

Eczema  ... 

O'  I 

Pleurisy  ... 

'y 

o'  1 S 

German  Measles  ... 

S) 

O'OJ 

Jaundice... 

9 

0-07 

Epilepsy... 

2 

0-07 

i 

Table  IV.  gives  t lie  various  kinds  of  disease  the  children 
had  suffered  from  previous  to  being  examined.  2035,  or  74.02 
per  cent.,  had  suffered  from  measles;  1022,  or  37.17  per  cent., 
had  had  whooping  cough;  742,  or  26.99  per  cent.,  had  had 
chickenpox  ;  335,  or  12.7  per  cent.,  had  suffered  from  scarlet 
fever;  91,  or  3.31  per  cent.,  had  had  pneumonia;  70,  or  2.58 
per  cent.,  had  suffered  from  mumps;  61,  or  2.21  per  cent., 
were  stated  to  have  had  bronchitis.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
is  somewhat  under  the  true  facts ;  however,  I  give  them  as 
reported  by  the  parents.  Forty-seven,  or  1.7  per  cent.,  were 
stated  to  have  had  diphtheria  ;  25  were  reported  to  have  suf¬ 

fered  from  broncho-pneumonia;  8,  or  0.9  per  cent.,  had  suffered 
from  rheumatism,  in  addition  to  3  who  were  reported  as  having 
suffered  from  rheumatic  fever.  Six,  or  0.31  per  cent.,  had  been 
treated  for  appendicitis  ;  6  had  had  meningitis,  and  4  had  suf¬ 
fered  from  chorea.  Six,  or  0.21  per  cent.,  were  reported  to 
have  had  enteric  or  typhoid  fever,  3  had  had  pleurisy.  Three 
only  were  stated  to  have  had  eczema,  2  had  suffered  from  Ger¬ 
man  measles,  2  from  epilepsy,  and  2  from  jaundice. 
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TABLE  V.— Return,  showing  the  Physical 


CONDITION. 

ENTRANTS 

Number  Examined — 771. 

Total  Inspected— ®74Q. 

Boys 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Clothing. 

Satisfactory 

359 

393 

752 

97' 5 

Unsatisfactory 

13 

6 

'9 

24 

Footgear. 

Satisfactory 

362 

39i 

753 

976 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

8 

18 

2'3 

Cleanliness  of  Head. 

Clean 

372 

37i 

743 

963 

Nits  only 

— 

27 

27 

3'5 

Pediculi  ... 

— 

I 

I 

0*1 

Cleanliness  of  Body. 

Clean 

367 

38S 

752 

97'5 

Dirty 

2 

I 

3 

0*1 

Flea-bitten 

3 

13 

l6 

20 

Nutrition. 

Normal  ... 

357 

376 

733 

93'° 

Below  normal 

15 

23 

38 

4'9 

Nose  and  Throat. 

No  disease 

337 

370 

707 

91-6 

Tonsils— slightly  enlarged  ... 

23 

15 

38 

4'9 

Tonsils — much  enlarged 

12 

13 

25 

3'2 

Adenoids  — slight  ... 

2 

1 

3 

O' 3 

Adenoids — marked 

12 

12 

24 

3'i 

Other  disease 

— 

— 

— 

External  Eye  Dise  vse. 

No  disease 

G'' 

OO 

396 

764 

99'° 

Blepharitis 

2 

1 

3 

03 

Conjunctivitis 

I 

2 

3 

°'3 

Corneal  Opacities  ... 

— 

— 

Other  disease 

I 

— 

I 

01 

Ear  Disease 

No  disease 

367 

393 

760 

98-5 

Otorrhcca 

5 

6 

I  I 

i'4 

T  EETH. 

Sound 

179 

232 

41 1 

53'3 

Less  than  four  decayed 

1 17 

99 

2 16 

28'0 

Four  or  more  decayed 

76 

b8 

144 

186 

Heart  &  Circulation. 

No  disease 

372 

397 

769 

997 

Organic  disease 

— 

I 

I 

OT 

Anaemia 

— 

I 

I 

0-1 

Lungs. 

No  disease 

Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Bronchial 

357 

386 

743 

9&'3 

Catarih 

15 

13 

28 

3'6 

Tuberculosis 

— 

Tuberculosis  suspected 

— 

— 

— 

Other  disease  ...  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous  System. 

No  disease 

370 

398 

768 

99-6 

Chorea  . 

1 

I 

or 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

I 

2 

02 

Skin. 

No  disease 

368 

394 

762 

988 

Ringworm 

1 

— 

I 

O’ 1 

Impetigo 

2 

3 

5 

o-6 

Other  disease 

1 

2 

3 

°'3 

Rickets. 

No  disease 

371 

398 

769 

997 

Present  ... 

1 

I 

2 

0’2 

Deformities. 

No  deformity 

372 

397 

769 

997 

Deformity  Present 

— 

2 

2 

0‘2 

Tuberculosis 

No  disease 

372 

399 

77i 

IOO’O 

(nou-pulmonary) 

Glandular 

— 

— 

Bones  and  Joints  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Speech. 

Not  defective 

369 

397 

766 

99'3 

Defective  articulation 

2 

2 

4 

O'S 

Stammering 

1 

— 

I 

O' 1 

Mental  Condition. 

Normal  ... 

3+2 

3S5 

727 

94'2 

Dull  or  backward  ... 

30 

0 

44 

57 

Mentally  defective 

~ 

~ 

37 


Condition  of  Children  Inspected. 


LEAVERS. 
Number  Examined — 

1047. 

I N  T  K  R  M  E I )  I  AT  E  GROUP. 

N umber  Examined  —726. 

T<  )TAL. 

Number  Examined 

—2544* 

SPEC 
N  umber 

T  A L  CASES. 
Examined — 205. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

5'4 

492 

1006 

96-0 

369 

339 

708 

97-5 

124  2 

1224 

2466 

97-0 

109 

92 

2or 

2  I 

20 

41 

3'9 

IO 

8 

IS 

2'4 

44 

34 

78 

3  0 

I 

3 

4 

510 

491 

1001 

95'6 

366 

340 

706 

97-2 

1238 

1222 

2460 

1  967 

105 

88 

193 

25 

21 

46 

4'3 

13 

7 

20 

27 

48 

36 

84 

3'3 

5 

7 

I  2 

535 

446 

981 

936 

379 

325 

704 

969 

1 286 

1142 

2428 

95  4 

1 10 

79 

189 

64 

64 

6- 1 

— 

— 

22 

3'° 

— 

‘13 

113 

4'4 

— 

‘4 

'4 

— 

2 

2 

OT 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

OT 

— 

2 

2 

529 

506 

1035 

98-8 

376 

337 

713 

98  2 

1272 

1228 

2^00 

98-2 

107 

90 

197 

4 

5 

9 

08 

0 

4 

6 

o-8 

8 

10 

18 

07 

2 

2 

4 

0 

1 

3 

0’2 

I 

6 

7 

0-9 

6 

20 

26 

I  O 

1 

3 

4 

525 

499 

1024 

978 

372 

326 

698 

96- 1 

1254 

1201 

2455 

96^6 

104 

92 

196 

10 

13 

23 

2T 

7 

21 

28 

38 

32 

57 

89 

3'4 

6 

3 

9 

5°4 

466 

970 

92-6 

347 

308 

655 

90  2 

r  i88 

1144 

2332 

916 

97 

83 

180 

19 

37 

56 

5'3 

16 

26 

42 

57 

58 

78 

136 

5  3 

IO 

9 

19 

9 

9 

18 

17 

13 

12 

25 

3'4 

34 

34 

68 

2'6 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

OT 

— 

— 

9 

8 

17 

i*6 

13 

9 

2  2 

30 

34 

29 

63 

2-4 

3 

3 

6 

3 

— 

3 

0*2 

3 

I 

4 

0-5 

6 

I 

7 

OT 

— 

— 

— 

533 

505 

1038 

99'i 

378 

345 

723 

99'5 

1279 

1246 

2525 

99'2 

I  10 

93 

203 

2 

2 

4 

0-3 

1 

I 

2 

0*2 

5 

4 

9 

0-3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

0C9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

OT 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

0  2 

— 

I 

1 

OT 

— 

4 

4 

OT 

— 

1 

I 

— 

1 

1 

0*09 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

2 

0-07 

— 

1 

I 

530 

503 

1033 

986 

376 

343 

719 

990 

1273 

1239 

2512 

gS'8 

106 

94 

200 

5 

9 

H 

i'3 

3 

4 

7 

0-9 

13 

'9 

32 

I’2 

4 

1 

5 

292 

305 

597 

57'0 

146 

1 55 

301 

417 

617 

692 

1309 

5r4 

42 

47 

89 

171 

164 

335 

3 1  9 

148 

125 

273 

37-6 

436 

388 

824 

327 

43 

28 

71 

72 

43 

1 15 

109 

85 

67 

152 

20'9 

233 

178 

42 

161 

25 

20 

45 

S'2  5 

510 

1035 

gS’S 

370 

343 

713 

98'2 

1267 

1250 

2517 

98-9 

109 

95 

204 

10 

2 

12 

it 

9 

4 

13 

17 

19 

7 

26 

1*0 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

0-03 

— 

— 

— 

53i 

512 

1043 

99 6 

375 

34i 

716 

98‘6 

1263 

1239 

2502 

9S'3 

109 

95 

204 

3 

— 

3 

0*2 

3 

3 

6 

o-S 

21 

16 

37 

1  '4 

I 

— 

1 

I 

— 

1 

0-09 

— 

1 

I 

O’ 1 

1 

I 

2 

0'07 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

0’2 

— 

2 

2 

007 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

01 

1 

— 

I 

003 

— 

— 

— 

534 

512 

1046 

99-9 

379 

346 

725 

99-8 

1283 

1256 

2539 

998 

no 

95 

205 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

OT 

1 

I 

2 

007 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

0-09 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

I 

3 

OT 

— 

— 

— 

533 

512 

1045 

99-8 

377 

346 

723 

99' 5 

1278 

1252 

2530 

994 

109 

95 

204 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

C03 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

0*1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 

0’2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

I 

3 

04 

3 

3 

6 

0‘2 

— 

— 

— 

534 

51 1 

i°4S 

99-8 

377 

347 

724 

997 

12S2 

1256 

2538 

997 

1 10 

95 

205 

I 

1 

2 

0  I 

2 

— 

2 

0*2 

4 

2 

6 

0*2 

— 

— 

— 

534 

510 

i°44 

997 

378 

346 

724 

997 

1284 

1253 

2537 

997 

1 10 

95 

205 

I 

2 

3 

0’2 

1 

I 

2 

0'2 

0 

5 

7 

0‘2 

— 

— 

— 

535 

512 

1047 

100 

375 

347 

722 

99'4 

1282 

1258 

254° 

998 

1  ro 

95 

205 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

°'4 

3 

— 

3 

OT 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

OT 

1 

— 

1 

0-03 

— 

— 

— 

533 

512 

1045 

998 

377 

347 

724 

997 

1279 

1256 

2535 

99  6 

109 

94 

203 

1 

— 

I 

0*09 

1 

— 

I 

OT 

4 

2 

6 

0'2 

I 

— 

1 

1 

— 

I 

0-09 

1 

— 

I 

OT 

3 

— 

3 

OT 

— 

I 

1 

487 

453 

940 

897 

348 

320 

668 

920 

1177 

1158 

2335 

917 

10S 

83 

191 

48 

59 

107 

I0'2 

31 

27 

58 

7  9 

109 

100 

209 

8-2 

2 

12 

14 

38 


TABLE  V _ 


CONDITION. 

ENTRANTS. 

Number  Examined— 771. 

Total  Inspected — 2749 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Hearing. 

Normal 

370 

395 

765 

99'2 

Defective 

2 

4 

6 

07 

Submaxillary  and 

Normal  ... 

340 

379 

719 

93’2 

Cervical  Glands. 

Enlarged 

32 

20 

52 

67 

Infectious  Disease. 

No  disease 

371 

399 

770 

99-8 

Disease  present 

I 

— 

I 

01 

Other  Disease  or 

Not  present 

372 

399 

771 

IOO'O 

Defect. 

Present  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Squint. 

Not  Present 

368 

398 

766 

993 

Present  ... 

4 

I 

5 

o*6 

Vision. 

6/6  each  eye  (normal) 

Less  than  6/6  but  not  less  than  6/9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

in  one  or  both  eyes 

Less  than  6/9  in  one  or  both  eyes 
(i.e.,  6/i2ths  or  less  and  requiring 

treatment 
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Continued. 


LEAVERS. 

Number  Examined — 1047. 

INTERMEDIATE  GROUP. 
Number  Examined — 726. 

TOTAL- 

Number  Examined 

—2544* 

SPECI  VL  CASES. 
Number  Examined  — 205 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

cent 

Boys. 

( lirls 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

Boys. 

('.iris. 

Total. 

532 

505 

1037 

990 

57  5 

341 

716 

98  6 

1277 

1241 

2518 

98-9 

107 

94 

201 

3 

7 

IO 

o-g 

4 

6 

10 

13 

9 

17 

26 

1*0 

3 

I 

4 

517 

502 

1019 

97' 3 

351 

331 

682 

93'9 

1208 

1212 

2420 

95' r 

103 

94 

197 

18 

10 

28 

26 

28 

16 

44 

6  0 

78 

46 

124 

4'8 

7 

I 

8 

535 

512 

1047 

1000 

377 

347 

724 

99'7 

1283 

1258 

2541 

99  8 

I  10 

95 

205 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

02 

3 

— 

3 

O’l 

— 

— 

— 

533 

504 

1039 

99-2 

377 

344 

721 

99  3 

1284 

1247 

2331 

994 

108 

94 

202 

— 

8 

8 

0  7 

2 

3 

5 

o*6 

2 

I  I 

13 

°'5 

2 

I 

3 

529 

509 

1038 

991 

375 

344 

719 

9<)0 

1272 

1251 

2523 

99-1 

IO9 

95 

204 

6 

3 

9 

0  8 

4 

3 

7 

0  9 

14 

7 

2  l 

0-8 

I 

— 

I 

443 

403 

846 

So- 8 

311 

262 

573 

78-9 

754 

665 

1419 

80  0 

94 

72 

166 

32 

34 

66 

6-3 

23 

34 

57 

78 

55 

68 

123 

6  9 

6 

IO 

l6 

60 

75 

135 

12  8 

45 

51 

96 

132 

105 

126 

231 

130 

10 

13 

23 

■10 


Clothing  and 
f  ootgear. 


lootgear. 


Cleanliness 
of  Head. 


Table  Y.  this  year  gives  for  the  first  time  not  only  the 
results  of  examinations  of  entrants,  leavers,  or  specials,  but 
also  of  an  intermediate  group  of  children  about  the  age  of  8 
years.  This  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  method  formerly 
in  vogue,  as  it  gives  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  conditions 
generally  existing  of  the  whole  of  the  children  who  are  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  schools. 

The  total  number  of  entrants  was  77 1.  Of  this  number 
359  boys  and  393  girls,  or  97.5  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be 
satisfactorily  clothed,  whilst  13  boys  and  6  girls,  or  2. 4  per 
cent.,  were  pronounced  to  be  either  poorly  or  badly  clad.  The 
total  number  of  the  intermediate  group  examined  was  726 — 
379  boys  and  347  girls.  The  clothing  of  708,  or  97.5  per  cent., 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory,  whilst  the  clothes  of  10  boys  and 
8  girls,  or  2.5  per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

There  were  1047  leavers  examined — 535  boys  and  512  girls. 
Of  this  total  1006,  or  96.1  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factorily  clothed,  whilst  21  boys  and  20  girls,  or  3.9  per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactorily  clad. 

205  special  cases  were  examined.  Of  these  109  boys  were 
satisfactorily  clad,  and  1  whose  clothing  was  poor.  Ninety- 
two  girls  were  well  clothed,  and  3  were  poorly  clad. 

The  footgear  of  97.6  per  cent,  of  the  entrants  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  whilst  2.4  per  cent,  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  footgear  of  97.2  per  cent,  of  the  intermediate  group 
was  satisfactory,  and  2.5  per  cent,  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  leavers  the  footgear  was  found  to  be  satisfactory 
in  95.6  per  cent.,  and  4.4  per  cent,  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  208  special  cases  examined  193  were  properly 
booted,  and  12  were  poorly  or  badly  shod. 

The  totals  were  97  per  cent,  of  clothes  satisfactory,  and 
96.7  of  the  footgear  was  satisfactory. 

Of  the  771  entrants  27  were  found  to  have  nits  in  the  hair, 
and  1  was  found  to  have  pediculi.  All  these  were  girls, 
not  a  single  case  of  either  nils  or  pediculi  were  found  amongst 
the  boy  entrants.  Twenty-two  children  of  the  intermediate 
group  were  found  with  nits  in  the  hair,  and  none  had  pediculi. 
Sixtv-four  of  the  104  leavers  were  affected  with  nits  in  the  hair, 
and  2  only  with  pediculi.  In  every  case  it  was  the  girl  scholars 
who  were  affected,  not  a  solitary  boy  was  discovered  having  a 


Nutrition. 


Nose  and 
Throat. 


Ear  Disease. 
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dirty  head.  The  parents  in  every  case  were  spoken  to,  and 
advised  how  to  treat  the  affected  children.  I'he  teachers  have 
been  advised  to  observe  and  take  measures  to  insist  that  these 
instructions  must  be  carried  out,  as  it  is  manifestly  wrong-  that 
children  with  dirty  heads  should  mix  with  other  children  who 
are  free  from  this  defect. 

Of  the  2749  children  examined  only  18,  or  0.7  per  cent., 
were  found  with  unclean  bodies,  none  of  them  were  verminous, 
but  30  of  the  children  were  Ilea  bitten.  The  Examiners  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  parents  their  duty  of  preventing  this  con¬ 
dition  in  the  future,  and  were  warned  that  all  these  uncleanly 
conditions  were  avoidable,  and  if  they  continued  the  children 
would  be  excluded  from  the  schools,  and  that  they  (the  parents) 
would  have  to  bear  the  consequences  of  such  exclusion. 

The  nutrition  of  those  examined  was  generally  satisfactory. 
Of  the  771  entrants  23,  or  4.2  per  cent.,  were  more  or  less  below 
the  normal,  these  children  were  mostly  weakly,  and  a  good  deal 
of  the  deficiency  appeared  to  be  caused  by  unsuitable  feeding 
and  not  through  want  of  food.  Advice  was  given  as  to  better 
methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  future.  1  wenty-eight,  or  3.8  per 
cent.,  of  the  intermediate  groups  were  more  or  less  below  the 
normal,  the  same  causes  were  found  to  be  existing,  and  similar 
advice  was  given  to  the  parents.  Twenty-three,  or  2.  1  per 
cent.,  of  the  leavers  only  were  found  below  the  normal.  The 
Examiners  have  expressed  to  me  that  the  children  generally 
were  healthy  in  appearance,  and  that,  from  other  questions, 
there  was  not  any  deficiency  in  the  food,  but  only  in  many  cases 
want  of  care  or  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  parents  in  pro¬ 
viding  the  most  suitable  food  for  growing  children. 

Thirty-eight  of  the  771  entrants  had  slightly  enlarged 
tonsils,  25  had  their  tonsils  much  enlarged,  and  3  suffered 
slightly  from  adenoids  that  required  attention.  Forty-two  of 
the  scholars  in  the  intermediate  group  had  slightly  enlarged 
tonsils,  and  25  had  their  tonsils  markedly  enlarged,  and  were 
recommended  for  treatment.  Twenty-two  of  this  group  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  adenoids  which  required  attention  ; 
these  were  advised  to  have  treatment.  Eighteen  of  the  leavers’ 
group  were  advised  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils,  and  17  were 
recommended  to  have  treatment  for  adenoids. 

Eleven  children  were  found  in  the  entrants’  group  to  be 
suffering  from  otorrhoea,  and  were  advised  treatment.  Seven 
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External  Eye 
Disease 


Teeth. 


Heart  and 
Circulation. 


Lungs. 


of  the  intermediate  group  were  also  advised  to  have  treatment 
for  otorrheea.  Fourteen  of  the  leavers’  group  were  also  ad¬ 
vised  to  have  treatment  for  this  defect. 

There  was  very  little  external  eye  disease  found  existing' 
amongst  the  scholars  examined.  99.2  per  cent,  were  free  from 
any  disease,  whilst  19,  or  0.8  per  cent.,  had  some  slight 
affection  of  the  lids,  blepharitis  and  conjunctivitis.  The  exact 
figures  will  be  found  in  Table  Y. 

Of  the  total  number  of  2544  in  the  three  main  groups 
1409  scholars  only  were  found  to  have  sound  teeth,  or  51.6 
per  cent.,  whilst  1235,  or  48.4  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  teeth  in  varying  degrees.  Of  the 
children  examined  in  the  special  group  no  less  than  116  of  the 
203  were  found  to  have  teeth  defects,  45  of  these  having  four 
or  more  teeth  defective. 

This  state  of  things  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  although 
a  good  number  of  the  children  affected  (360)  are  classed 
amongst  the  entrants  of  whose  teeth  only  a  certain  amount  of 
work  can  be  effected,  yet  the  greater  proportion  of  the  affected 
children  are  those  where  a  great  amount  of  good  work  might 
be  accomplished  if  only  the  parents  were  willing  that  this  should 
be  attempted. 

Table  VI.  shows  that  a  small  proportion  of  the  scholars 
received  attention  at  the  Dental  Department  of  the  West  Brom¬ 
wich  Hospital,  whilst  the  great  majority  received  very  little 
attention  or  none  at  all.  The  only  way  to  deal  with  this  diffi¬ 
cult  matter,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  have  a  dental  clinic  of  our 
own,  and  a  qualified  dentist  engaged  to  carry  out  the  work  in 
a  thoroughly  efficient  manner.  I  am  aware  that  this  will  entail 
a  considerable  expenditure,  but  if  good  results  are  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  it  can  only  be  done  on  these  lines. 

Twenty-six  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  organic  lesions  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
systems,  but  none  of  them  were  of  such  a  serious  character  as 
to  exclude  them  from  school  attendance. 

The  chest  diseases  found  amongst  the  2749  scholars  ex¬ 
amined  were  38  cases  of  bronchial  catarrh  of  a  slight  character, 
all  of  which  were  recommended  for  treatment,  which  I  under¬ 
stand  was  carried  out  successfully.  Two  cases  of  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs  were  discovered,  and  treatment  was  recommended. 
There  were  two  other  cases  where  the  Examiners  were  sus- 
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and  Cervical 
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Strabismus 
or  Squint. 


picious,  but  not  of  a  definite  character;  these  were  advised  to 
have  medical  advice.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  very  little 
tuberculosis  of  the  lung's  amongst  the  scholars  attending  our 
schools,  and  the  Medical  Examiners  assure  me  that  they  are 
very  careful  in  their  examination  of  the  children  to  find  any 
trace  of  this  disease. 

Two  cases  ol  chorea  were  found,  and  three  cases  of  in¬ 
fantile  paralysis  were  the  only  nervous  affections  discovered 
amongst  the  total  number  examined. 

Only  two  cases  of  ringworm  were  found  to  be  existing, 
which  is  truly  remarkable  out  of  such  a  number,  as  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  other  districts  is  quite  of  a  different  character,  this 
disease  in  some  districts  being  a  very  common  affection.  Seven 
cases  of  impetigo  were  found,  and  six  other  forms  of  disease 
such  as  eczema  and  slight  eruptions  were  found. 

Six  cases  of  rickets  were  discovered,  and  none  of  them 
were  of  a  very  serious  character.  The  parents  were  advised 
to  seek  medical  advice. 

Seven  cases  of  deformities  were  found,  and  were  reported 
in  the  following  groups: — Entrants:  i  hip  joint,  i  bifid  uvula. 
Intermediate :  i  fiat  foot,  i  diseased  jaw  bone.  Leavers:  1  wry 
neck,  i  flat  foot,  and  i  cleft  palate. 

Three  cases  of  tubercular  glands  were  found,  and  one  case 
of  tubercular  hip. 

Seven  children  were  found  whose  articulation  was  some¬ 
what  imperfect,  and  three  who  stammered  in  different  degrees, 
but  none  were  so  bad  as  to  require  any  special  treatment. 

1  here  were  iii  boys  and  12 1  girls  examined  who  are 
classed  as  dull  or  backward,  but  a  great  many  of  these  were 
nervous  or  frightened  at  being  examined.  There  was  not  a 
single  case  of  mental  defect  discovered,  which  is  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  result  of  the  year’s  examination. 

1  hirty  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  various 
degrees  of  defective  hearing.  The  parents  were  advised  to 
have  the  children  attended  to  for  this  defect. 

130  children  were  found  with  enlarged  submaxillary  and 
cervical  glands,  these  were  either  connected  with  defective 
teeth  or  dirty  heads,  and  treatment  was  advised  in  all  these 
cases. 

1  wenty-two  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
strabismus  or  squint. 
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Vision. 


Treatment 

Delects. 


Vision  defects  were  found  to  be  present  in  varying  degrees 
amongst  1393  of  the  children.  The  degrees  of  the  defects 
will  be  seen  in  the  Table,  where  they  are  given  fully.  In  the 
cases  where  treatment  was  considered  necessary  the  parents 
were  advised  to  have  the  children  attended  to,  and,  as  will  be 
seen  in  Table  VI.,  a  good  many  followed  this  advice.  Others 
are,  however,  very  stupid  and  treat  this  matter  as  of  no  im¬ 
portance,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  their  children’s  teeth,  refuse  to 
have  them  treated. 

TABLE  VI. 


TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN 

DURING  1915. 


Condition. 

No.  of 
Defects 
where 
Treatment 
was 

necessary 

No.  of 
Defects 
Treated. 

No.  of 
Defects 
Not 

Treated. 

Percentage 

of 

Defects 

Treated. 

Defective  Vision 

23  I 

217 

14 

93'9 

Eye  Diseases  (including  Squint) 

34 

24 

10 

70-5 

Nose  and  Throat 

66 

45 

21 

68- 1 

Teeth 

35° 

i7i 

179 

48-8 

Skin  Diseases 

8 

6 

2 

75'° 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness . 

32 

20 

12 

625 

Miscellaneous 

15 

12 

, 

0 

8o-o 

Totals 

736 

495 

241 

67-2 

Table  VI.  shows  the  number  of  children  who  have  been 
treated  for  the  defects  found  at  the  medical  examinations. 

'The  number  of  delects  found  which  required  medical  and 
surgical  treatment  was  736.  The  total  number  who  received 
treatment  was  495,  or  67.2  per  cent.  A  number  of  other 
parents  have  promised  to  have  their  children  attended  to  in  the 
near  future.  It  will  be  seen  that  217  of  the  vision  defects  re¬ 
ceived  treatment,  or  93.9  per  cent.  ;  only  14  of  these  cases 
were  not  attended  to. 

General  eye  diseases  were  also  treated  to  a  fair  extent, 
some  of  the  10  who  have  not  yet  received  attention  are  going 


to  have  immediate  treatment.  The  bulk  of  the  defects  which 
have  not  had  attention  are  those  of  the  teeth.  1  he  parents 
appear  to  have  very  strong-  objections  to  their  children  being 
subjected  to  any  pain,  hence  the  difficulty,  in  spite  of  having 
assurance  given  to  them  that  this  is  a  mistaken  idea,  they  will 
not  have  anything  done. 

The  following  up  of  the  cases  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
very  thorough  manner.  In  every  case  where  necessary  the 
parents  were  written  to,  and  were  afterwards  visited  by  my 
assistant,  Miss  Ricketts,  and  where  these  efforts  proved  to  be 
unavailing,  individual  members  of  the  After-Care  Committee, 
both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  have  visited  the  homes  of  the 
children  to  impress  upon  the  parents  the.  necessity  of  having 
the  children  attended  to  with  more  or  less  success.  The  After- 
Care  Committee  take  very  great  interest  in  the  work,  and  the 
members,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  spare  neither  time  nor 
effort  in  helping  on  this  good  work. 

I  have  visited  six  cases  where  the  children  had  been  kept 
from  school  as  being  unfit  to  attend.  Three  of  the  six  I  found 
were  able  to  attend,  and  these  returned  to  school.  The  other 
three  were  quite  unfit  for  further  school  attendance,  and  I  re¬ 
commended  that  they  should  be  exempted. 


TABLE  VII. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
1915. 


School. 

Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Church  of  England 

— 

8 

St.  John’s 

1 

1 

Wesley  Street  Council  ... 

— 

1 

Titford  Road  Council  ... 

2 

3° 

Rounds  Green  Council  ... 

— 

n 

3 

Tabernacle 

— 

4 

St.  Michael’s 

~> 

3 

Good  Shepherd  ... 

... 

0 

Rood  End  Council 

0 

1 1 

George  Road 

4 

7 

Castle  Road  Council 

— 

1 

Abbey  Road  Council 

1 

10 

12 

8i 

Table  VII.  shows  the  number  of  children  who  were  absent 
from  the  various  schools  in  1915  on  account  of  suffering  from 
infectious  diseases. 
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SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 

Warley  Council  Infants’  .School  was  closed  for  15  days, 
from  February  15th,  owing-  to  an  outbreak  of  measles.  This 
was  the  only  school  closed  during  the  year  1915  for  epidemic 
disease. 

THE  CENERAL  STATE  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  during  the  year,  and  have  to  re¬ 
port  that  they  are  generally  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Of  course,  some  of  the  older  schools  are  not  up  to  the  present 
ideals,  but  the  best  is  made  of  their  opportunities.  The  sani¬ 
tary  arrangements  in  all  the  schools  are  kept  in  good  order. 

I  am  pleased  once  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
interest  which  the  teachers  of  all  the  schools  still  continue  to 
manifest  in  the  welfare  of  the  children  under  their  charge,  and 
for  the  assistance  they  afford  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the 
medical  examinations. 

I  append  the  short  reports  of  the  Medical  Examiners. 

I  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

Kingston  House,  Oldbury. 

May,  1916. 
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16,  Church  Square, 

Oldbury, 

May,  i  g  1 6. 

Dear  Dr.  Buttery, 

It  again  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  forward  to  you  a  short 
account  of  the  work  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children, 
which  I  undertook  during  the  year  1915. 

As  you  arc  aware,  considerably  more  children  were  ex¬ 
amined  last  year  than  in  any  previous  year  since  the  work  was 
first  commenced.  That  was  due  to  the  fact  that  not  only  were 
the  “  entrants  ”  and  “  leavers  ”  examined  as  in  previous 
years,  but  children  between  8  and  9  years  old,  as  well  as  all 
children  over  12  years  old,  had  to  be  medically  inspected. 

In  addition,  a  number  of  re-examinations  of  children  in 
whom  some  disease  or  defect  had  been  found  were  undertaken, 
as  well  as  some  “  special  ”  cases  examined. 

The  attendance  of  parents  or  guardians  was  again  very 
satisfactorv,  although  I  cannot  say  exactly  what  the  percentage 
was.  There  are  a  few  of  the  mothers  who  appear  to  be  very 
obstinate  in  refusing  to  attend  the  medical  inspection,  possibly 
because  they  are  afraid  they  might  be  told  something  they 
would  not  like  to  hear. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  greatest  number  of  defects  found 
were  in  carious  teeth  and  impaired  vision,  and  I  am  very  pleased 
to  say  that  among  the  re-examinations  I  carried  out  I  found  a 
large  proportion  of  children  had  received  treatment  (or  were 
receiving  it)  for  carious  teeth,  and  also  for  defective  vision, 
etc. 

There  are  still  a  few  cases  of  verminous  heads  among  the 
girls,  but  nothing  like  the  number  one  used  to  see.  On  the 
whole  the  children  are  kept  clean  and  wholesome. 

Enlarged  tonsils  are  not  uncommon,  but  in  many  cases  I 
think  the  enlargement  is  only  temporary  and  due  to  catching 
cold. 

I  found  several  cases  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  and 
also  some  enlarged  thyroid  glands. 
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Ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  found  in  one  or  two  eases,  but, 
speaking  generally,  one  may  say  that  the  Oldbury  Schools  are 
remarkably  free  from  that  pest. 

I  saw  a  case  of  cleft  palate  in  a  boy  near  the  school¬ 
leaving  age.  I  had  previously  examined  this  boy,  and  advised 
operative  treatment,  it  being  a  very  bad  case,  but  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  not  to  be  serious  enough  (possibly  too  serious)  for  the 
mother  to  trouble  further  about  the  matter.  A  case  which  I  have 
had  under  observation  for  several  years  is  that  of  a  girl  with  a 
diseased  jawbone.  This  has  been  a  very  bad  case,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  under  treatment  she  has  decidedly  im¬ 
proved. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  note  the  great  interest  taken  by 
some  of  the  parents  in  the  work  of  medical  inspection,  and  also 
the  increasing  amount  of  attention  given  to  remedying  the 
defects  pointed  out  to  them. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  E.  HARPER. 
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The  Hall, 

Langley  Green, 

Worcestershire, 

April  29th,  1916. 

Dear  Dr.  Buttery, 

The  head  teachers,  as  usual,  have  rendered  me  great 
assistance,  and  the  satisfactory  attendance  of  the  parents, 
especially  at  the  Warley  Schools,  has  shown  that  they  are 
taking  an  interest  in  the  work  and  the  welfare  of  their  chil¬ 
dren.  The  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  is  continued. 
Practically  all  the  children  are  well  nourished  and  of  a  healthy 
appearance.  A  great  number  of  children  had  carious  teeth, 
but  I  find  difficulty  with  many  of  the  parents  in  having  this 
remedied.  With  regard  to  defective  vision,  the  parents  are 
more  willing  to  adopt  my  advice.  I  believe  about  95  per  cent, 
have  received  treatment.  There  was  one  case  of  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs,  three  of  tubercular  glands,  one  of  tubercular  hip, 
and  two  suspected  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  which  on 
re-examination  had  improved.  There  were  several  cases  of 
otorrhcea,  and  I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  children  receiving  proper  treatment.  From 
enquiries  I  understand  that,  with  few  exceptions,  my  advice 
has  been  followed  by  the  parents,  and  the  children  are  receiving- 
treatment  for  the  various  diseases. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  A.  LILWALL  PEIRCE. 


